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Dist. 20 to see 4.4% boost, largest increase in county.

  

District 20 will receive the largest state aid increase of all schools in the county.

  

The district will have $139,087 more during 2010-11 than it did in 2009-10 with an allocation of
$3,294,497, according to the Nebraska Department of Education which released state aid
amounts last Thursday.

  

Superintendent Mike Teahon described the increase as neutral and not a big swing compared
to what many districts experienced such as Valentine.

  

State aid for the fellow Southwest Conference school dropped $972,770 from last year.

  

Schools receive state aid based on the needs of a district and the resources available to
support those needs.

  

In Dawson County, Lexington gets $33,288 more with $19,848,339 this year and next.

  

Aid to Cozad, Overton and Sumner-Eddyville-Miller schools will decrease.

  

About 15% of the $950 million Nebraska schools will get in state aid is from federal stimulus
money that was given in 2009-10 and also in 2010-11.
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Federal stimulus money disappears after that, creating a cliff effect or state aid shortfall unless
state revenue picks up and closes the gap.

  

Of the $3.1 million Gothenburg received in 2009-10, Teahon said the state provided $2.8 million
with an additional $341,000 in federal stimulus money.

  

The federal amount is what state legislators would have to make up.

  

That doesn’t seem likely with state tax receipts less than expected.

  

“We will continue to be conservative in the budget process which gives us the ability to minimize
the impact from outside sources,” he said, noting that what the state gives can easily disappear.
“We haven’t added programs or bought a lot of stuff.”

  

Teahon said the district incorporated the stimulus funds into the budget.

  

Like last year, adjusting the district’s organizational structure is what he said helped increase
state aid amounts in several areas.

  

The biggest amount, in elementary class size allowance, will be $515,055 because of the
expansion of first grade from three to four sections and the addition of a teacher.

  

Reducing class sizes in the elementary has helped increase state aid. Last year, the district
received $422,407.

  

Other sizeable amounts in the 2010-11 allocation include:
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    -  $152,235 in poverty allowance based on the number of students who receive free and
reduced-price lunches. In 2009-10, the district received $166,943.   
    -  $105,868 in transportation allowance compared to $121,000 last year.  

  

Big swings in state aid don’t happen to the district, Teahon said, because of its low per-pupil
costs and tax requests.

  

This year’s per pupil cost is $6,839 which Teahon said is No. 231 in the 253 districts in the
state.

  

In addition, the district’s general fund levy—at 94.5 cents per $100 valuation—is lower than
most school districts in Nebraska.

  

Teahon said he’s concerned about what will happen when stimulus funds dry up.

  

“It will have an impact statewide,” he explained. “When there’s a shortage of resources,
everyone wants to change the state aid pie.”

  

The superintendent said the budgeting process will be interesting but “we’ll keep forging
forward, look far enough out and remain conservative.”

  

Receive the entire issue of the Gothenburg Times on-line in PDF format each Wednesday
for only $25 per year. Call 308-537-3636 to subscribe.

  

ebarrett@gothenburgtimes.com 308-537-3636
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