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Kids say working with animals pays off 

  

Daily road trips to rolling pasture between Gothenburg and Farnam is a given for the Charity
and Nate Wyatt family each summer.

  

      Although only two of the Wyatt children are eligible for 4-H, the two youngest tag along with
their older siblings to work with calves and pigs that live on land owned by relatives.

  

Spending time with the animals each day pays off in the show ring, according to 11-year-old
Tucker who had a grand champion feeder calf last year.

  

This year, Tucker—a three-year 4-H veteran—will be accompanied by his sister, Addi. At 8
years old, Addi will show feeder calves and pigs at the Dawson County Fair that started last
Saturday.

  

“It’s all about the relationship you have with the animal that ties into showmanship,” Tucker said.
“And I like spending time with the animals and getting to know them.

  

“Just like people, each one has a different personality.”

  

Tucker was at the top of the showmanship game during the swine show two years ago when he
and his pig received grand champion honors.
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“Sometimes the work gets boring but once it’s fair time, it’s exciting because your hard work
pays off,” he said.

  

Perhaps the most challenging aspect of working with the livestock is their unpredictability
especially early in the season when the calves haven’t been handled by humans.

  

The Wyatts herd the calves and their mothers into pens on land owned by Scott and Rhonda
Russman of Farnam.

  

They then separate the calves from their mothers and go to work.

  

Charity Wyatt, the children’s mother, calls those early excursions “rodeo nights” after Tucker’s
first year in 4-H and experience with a young steer they called “Crazy.”

  

“It was like a rodeo every time Tucker tried to put a halter on him,” Charity said with a laugh.

  

All of the children have been dragged around the property by the show calves and have learned
to “hang on” unless the situation becomes dangerous.

  

“That teaches the calf to train to a halter which means you’re in control and you’re the boss,”
Charity said.

  

Besides being dragged, the kids have been kicked and stepped on and once witnessed a
comical scene that they still laugh about.
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“Mom was trying to capture a heifer to put on a halter and it rolled into a feed trough on its backwith its legs sticking up in the air,” Tucker said. “We all laughed and then tipped over the feedtrough to get her out.”  Even after challenging experiences, Charity said the kids build such a rapport with the calvesthat they can lie down and cuddle with them.  After the feeder calf show, people often buy the animals to show in other places.  “Because they’re show broke, they’re nice to have,” Charity said.  If the calves don’t sell, they become part of the Triple T herd that belongs to a friend.  Because of support from his family, Tucker said he’s built up courage to work with animals.  “My older cousins taught me how to lead a calf and how to have my own style of showing,” hesaid.  Both Tucker and Addi recommend 4-H to other kids.  “It’s a great experience and you get to meet a lot of people and you learn from other 4-H’ers,”Tucker said.  He described the other kids in 4-H and their families as “one big 4-H family.”  “They’re the biggest cheerleaders for each other and are helpful,” Charity said.  Involvement in 4-H has helped Addi “learn a lot of stuff about animals.”  “And it’s fun to show them,” she said.  In addition to showing calves and pigs, Tucker is also signed up for 4-H woodworking, cooking,archery and BB gun competition.  Addi does 4-H cooking, archery and BB gun.  ebarrett@gothenburgtimes.com  308-537-3636
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