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Students perform last time for long-time music teacher

  

“Music can change the world because it can change people,” —Bono

  

      The annual spring concert by the Gothenburg High School varsity chorus was bittersweet
Monday night.

  

Individuals, small groups and the entire chorus performed selections from Friday’s district music
contest in Grant.

  

As the chorus sang together at the end, some students started to cry which carried over to  a
packed house in the performing arts center.

  

It was long-time music teacher Ernie Blecha’s last concert. He will retire at the end of the school
year after 32 years in the district.

  

Blecha shared some thoughts about those years in a letter included in the concert program.

  

Excerpts are shared in the following story.
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When Blecha and his wife, Jan, moved to Gothenburg in 1982, they didn’t know how attached
they would become to a community and it’s people.

  

Blecha began teaching in Dudley Elementary and was astounded by the students’ abilities and
motivation.

  

“Their excitement transferred directly to me,” he said, noting the many holidays for which
youngsters sang. “We’ve even performed programs dealing with pollution, outer space,
dinosaurs, cowboys, countries...I think you get the picture.”

  

In 2004, Blecha was asked to teach junior and high school students and worried about the
change.

  

“I can’t tell you how positive  the outcome has been,” he said. “By teaching secondary music, I
feel I have been able to bond relationships and form musical abilities in so many outstanding
students.”

  

Opportunities to see high school students on the stage in musicals have probably been his
proudest moments.

  

“I have been amazed with the acting and singing but mostly with the ability to come together as
a group on a project and make it become the pride of the community.

  

“I have been honored to be part of making memories for those students that have been involved
in this way.”

  

Restoring a grand piano is another highlight as the community embraced the effort and raised
$16,000 within a month.
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“Gothenburg rose to the challenge and proved to me how much the community does support
the arts and the music program,” he said.

  

Blecha said he was also once concerned about his ability to direct a choir and small groups that
were judged every year at district music contest.

  

“The choir has always stepped up to the challenge and reacted with tremendous enthusiasm
and respect,” he said. “I have been blessed with students that are eager to excel and are
determined to make a great sound and sing with expression and compassion.”

  

Choir members don’t just sing the notes, he said, but “make music” when they sing.

  

Blecha also thanked accompanist Marcia Speck who has played for him and students for 10
years.

  

“Gothenburg has been blessed with an accompanist who can play anything,” he said.

  

Before the last song of the concert, “Omina Sol,” Blecha introduced his replacement—Tyler
Meuret who will graduate from Hastings College in May. Meuret joined the students in singing
“Omina Sol.”

  

As he approaches retirement, Blecha said he’s finding it more difficult than he thought it might
be.
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“I am so thankful for the opportunity to have taught each and every one of the students that
have entered my classroom.”
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