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Coaches, players building boys basketball team from scratch.

  

Swede boys basketball coach Roger Koehler hopes building a team from scratch turns out as
good as a batch of homemade chocolate chip cookies.

  

Everything is new this year, Koehler said, from the coaching staff to the playbook and the
starting lineup.

  

“As long as everyone is buying into the new way of doing things, we’re going to be fine,”
Koehler said.

  

 

      

Actually, Koehler is hoping for more than “fine” from the 28 boys on the roster despite bringing
back only two letter winners and no starters from last year’s 7-12 team.

  

 

  

“What we really want to do is make a culture change,” the coach said. “We want Gothenburg
boys basketball to be something people are proud of.”

  

That starts with work ethic, Koehler said, and continues with attitude on and off the court.
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The Swedes will have a little more height than past teams with an average over 6-feet.

  

“We’ve got a bit of size, which is nice,” Koehler said. “The good thing is those big guys can get
up and down the floor.”

  

That means the Swedes are likely to play an up-tempo game whenever possible, the coach
said.

  

“We’re going to look for a lot of breaks and take advantage of easy buckets,” he said.

  

In addition to a quick pace, the Swedes will focus heavily on rebounding.

  

“They’re getting better all the time at finding a body, boxing out and getting to the ball,” Koehler
said.

  

The only two players with significant varsity experience are returning letter winners senior Jack
Dudley and junior Korey Ahlenstorf.

  

“We’re going to rely heavily on those two,” Koehler said, along with senior Cody Ostergard and
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junior Brett Dockweiler. “We’ve got some people who are going to have to step into new roles
and so far they’ve accepted those roles.”

  

The Swede boys open the season at home Friday against a talented Hershey team and then
travel

  

Find the complete story in our print edition. Receive the entire issue of the Gothenburg
Times on-line in PDF format each Wednesday for only $25 per year. Call 308-537-3636 to
subscribe.
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